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LS Passes b||| to setup smgle
tribunal on river water rows

MEW DZLHI, DHNS: The Lok
Sabha on Wednesday passed
abilltosetup asinglestanding
fribunalwith multiple benches
for adjudication of inter-state
river water disputes in a
“transparent manner” within
astipulated ime frame.
TheInter-State River Water
Disputes (Amendment) Bill,
2019, piloted by Jal Shakti Min-
ister Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat, was passed by the Lower
House by voice vote after the
members debated on the hill
for more than five hours.
“The amendment bill has
been breught to ensure adju-
dication of long-standing in-
ter-state river water disputes
ina transparent manner with-
inastipulated time frame " the
minister told the Lok Sabha,
underlining that there have
beeninstanceswhena tribunal
could not resolve a dispute be-
tween states for 33 years.
Responding to DMK
member Dayanidhi Maran’s

GajendraSingh Shekﬁat

concern over the fate of the
Cauvery Management Au-
thority, the minister clarified
thatall thebodies setup under
the original Act will remain
unaffected.

Inhisreplytothe debate, the
Jal Shakti minister highlight-
ed the need for the creation of

an “effective mechanism” for
management of water in the
country, urging the members
to rise above their “regional
concerns” and come forward
to find a solution to growing
scarcity of water, keeping the
future inmind.

“We mustlook intotheissue
ofwatermanagement, Neither
the court nor the tribunal can
create water, he said.

The Opposition members
objected to some provisions,
with Congress leader Man-
ish Tewari saying the “entire
basis” of bringing the bill was
“completely and absolutely
flawed”,

Sumalatha counters Maran on Cauvery
independent MP from Mandya, Sumalatha Ambareesh,
countered the allegation by DMK's Dayanidhi Maran in
the Lok Sabha that Karnataka had been persistently vio-
lating the orders of the Cauvery Water Dispute Tribunal
and the Supreme Court on releasing water to Tamil Nadu.
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